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United States Coast Guard Academy  
Parents’ Association  

Delaware Valley Chapter 

Meeting Minutes 
 

October 5, 2012 

 

I. Call to order 

President Ron Marks called to order the regular meeting of the Delaware 

Valley Chapter CGA Parents’ Association at 3:00 PM on Friday, October 5, 

2012 in the Alumni Center at USCGA. 

II. Roll call 

The following persons were present: Ron Marks, Duncan Pitcairn, Dan & Kathi 

Clayton, Jeff Greene, Amy Valenti, Lee Dawkins, Pete Rossi, Trish & Harris 

Shermot, Chris Sikora, Bob Marchalonis, John & Ellen Lerchbacker, Ed & 

Marline Couture,  Jim & Maureen Orgil. (If you attended but your name is not 

here, please contact Kathi Clayton) 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Secretary Kathi Clayton read the minutes from the May 19, 2012 meeting at the 

Atlantic City Air Station.  The minutes were approved as read.   

IV. Treasurer’s Report 

Acting Treasurer Ron Marks reported the following: 

Cash Balance - $2,514.35 

 

Income  

R Day Sales $537.00 

Parents’  Weekend Sales $465.00 

 

Expenses 

All Academy Ball – NJ Contribution $250.00 

Ensign Graduation Gifts $850.00 

Welcome Picnic $417.10 

R- Day Social ½ cost $583.35 (cost shared with Chesapeake-Potomac Chapter) 

V. Open issues 

a) President Ron Marks welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a brief 

overview of the Delaware Valley Chapter of the USCGA Parents’ 

Association.  He said our local chapter funding comes from dues to the 

national association and sales on R-Day and parents’ weekend.  With those 
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funds, our chapter hosts a welcome picnic for incoming swabs at Air Station 

Atlantic City, an R-Day social at CGA along with the Chesapeake-Potomac 

Chapter, and gives graduation gifts to all graduating seniors in our area.  Ron 

encouraged parents to join the national association and also to commit to the 

“Parents Giving Progam” for any amount a family could afford. 

 

b) Lee Dawkins reported on the Swab Welcome Picnic held on May 19, 2012.  

Feedback was overwhelmingly positive on the location, presentation and our 

gracious hosts at Air Station Atlantic City.  In the future, the first Saturday in 

June will be the target date.  Dan Clayton mentioned that he was working on 

making some connections for a smoother check-in process through contacts at 

the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Also, a suggestion was made to have more time 

for socializing between the swabs and swab families.  Some concern was 

expressed over some incoming swabs missing an invitation, specifically those 

from a prep school and late acceptances.  President Ron Marks said all swabs 

whose information was received from the Academy were contacted. 

 

c) Ron Marks and Kathi Clayton attended a meeting for the newly created New 

Jersey All Service Academy Military Ball Committee.  In the past, all chapter 

members have been encouraged to attend the Delaware Valley All 

Academies’ Ball at the Union League in Philadelphia.  Since many of our 

chapter members live in New Jersey, it was decided that members could 

choose to attend either the NJ ball or the Philadelphia ball at their 

convenience.  Financially, our chapter will support both balls with a donation 

of $250 each.  Kathi Clayton asked for volunteers to serve on the Delaware 

Valley All Academies’ Ball Committee.  Several chapter members have 

expressed an interest and they will be invited to the upcoming meetings.  Ron 

Marks will continue to be the liaison for the New Jersey ball committee and is 

also looking for volunteers to help. 

 

d) Kathi Clayton reminded members of the Delaware Valley Chapter web page 

on the National Parents’ Association website, which can be found on the CGA 

home page.  In addition to the Chapter website, a Delaware Valley Chapter 

Facebook group has been created.  It is a closed group which can be found by 

searching “Delaware Valley Chapter USCGA Parents Association”.  Amy 

Valenti volunteered to be group administrator. 

VI. New business 

a) National Parents’ Association President, Duncan Pitcairn was in attendance.   

He explained the changes in the local Chapter & National Parents’ 

Association/Alumni Organization dues and how they have changed over the 

past few years.  From the class of 2016 forward, all dues will be combined 

and will cover the cadets’ four years at the Academy.  Duncan also expanded 

on the “Parent Giving Program” and distributed flyers to further explain the 

program.  In the past, the national association has supported our cadets by 

purchasing vans for cadet liberty, renovating Chase Hall weight room, 
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contributing to the purchase of the L44 training sailboats, funding the library 

reading room, and much more.  In the future, it will be contributing to the 

purchase of uniforms of club sports.  Duncan also reminded us that the 

message list is now open to all parents, regardless of membership. 

 

b) Amy Valenti suggested a follow-up contact to the class of 2016 and 

volunteered to help with same.  A need for an updated contact list was also 

discussed.  Supposedly this information will be forthcoming from the National 

P.A. 

 

c) President Ron Marks introduced Jeff Green as the new Ways & Means 

Committee chairperson. Jeff gave a brief report of some upcoming ideas and 

possible new products in the future.  

 

d)  Chris Sikora was introduced and a motion was made to nominate her for 

chapter treasurer.  The motion was approved. 

 

VII. Adjournment 

President Ron Marks adjourned the meeting at 4:30 PM. 

Minutes submitted by:  Kathleen M. Clayton, Secretary 


