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United States Coast Guard Academy  
Parents’ Association  

Delaware Valley Chapter 

Meeting Minutes 
 

March 23, 2013 

 

I. Call to order 

President Ron Marks called to order the regular meeting of the Delaware 

Valley Chapter CGA Parents’ Association at 12:50 PM on Saturday, March 

23, 2013 at United States Coast Guard Station Philadelphia.  

 

Ron thanked Mr. O’Brien for an excellent tour of Station Philadelphia and lunch 

in the galley.  

II. Roll call 

The following persons were present: Ron & Susan Marks, Duncan Pitcairn, Dan 

& Kathi Clayton, Lee & Susan Dawkins, Scot & Suzanne Ellis, Mike & Diane 

Roesch, Tim & Alice Guminski, Scott & Erli Lemly, Anthony & Robin Palmieri, 

Jack & Ellen Lerchbacker, Monte & Toi Masters, and Jim & Maureen Orgill.  

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Secretary Kathi Clayton read the minutes from the October 5, 2012 meeting at the 

Coast Guard Academy.  The minutes were approved as read.   

IV. Report from National Parents’ Association 

Duncan Pitcairn, President of the USCGA National Parents’ Association shared 

many interesting facts regarding the Academy in general and items specific to the 

Parents’ Association.  Some of the highlights included that cadets are permitted to 

take a year’s sabbatical and that CGA offers a language program.  Duncan shared 

his experience of attending Billet Night and how the Parents’ Association is being 

called upon to be more active at the Academy.  The Academy is looking to reduce 

the number of companies and hoping to retain more cadets in the engineering 

programs with a goal of graduating 140 engineer majors per year There is some 

concern that a drop in incoming class sizes will result in more time, effort and 

financial demands being placed on fewer parents.  Support from the annual giving 

campaign is essential to make up for declining class size and government budget. 

Parents are needed to participate in the program that amounts to a $6,000 

contribution over the four year period their cadet is at the academy.   
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V. Treasurer’s Report 

In the absence of Treasurer Chris Sikora, Ron Marks gave the treasurer’s report.  

It was noted that from January 2012 to March 2013, the Chapter’s expenses were 

$580.94 more than income.  Current total assets for the Chapter are $3,521.24.   

 

Our primary sources of income are from membership dues and the sale of items at 

R-Day and Parents’ Weekend.  Our chapter received $1,200 from National 

representing 16 new parents from class of 2016 at $75 per family. Primary 

expenses are graduation gifts for all Del-Val graduates (regardless of parental 

involvement/membership), academy balls, Hail & Farewell picnic and the Pre R-

Day social.  More fundraising is needed. 

 

VI. Committee Reports: 

a) Delaware Valley All Academy Ball:   Kathi Clayton reported that 2012 ball was a 

great success.  Approximately eight CGA families attended the ball at the Union 

League in Philadelphia.  Alison Smith has volunteered to be the new Committee 

Chair.  The CGA will join with Merchant Marine Academy to host the ball in 

December 2014.  More help is always greatly appreciated. 

b) New Jersey All Academies’ Military Ball:  Ron Marks reported that several CGA 

families attended the first annual New Jersey All Academies’ Military Ball which 

was hosted by the Air Force Academy.  The future of the New Jersey ball is 

questionable due to lack of support by some of the other academies.  Ursula 

Accumanno has agreed to remain on the NJ ball committee but is looking for more 

support as her cadet graduates this year. 

c) Ways & Means:  Mike Roesch gave the Ways & Means report in the absence of 

Jeff Greene, Chair.  There were many great ideas from the chapter members for 

new inventory and a suggestion was also made to sell items at the Hail & Farewell 

Picnic in June.  The possibility of being able to take credit cards was also discussed. 

d) Hail & Farewell Picnic:  Lee Dawkins reported that the Hail & Farewell Picnic has 

been set for June 8, 2013 at Air Station Atlantic City and that it promises to be even 

better than last year.  Lee requested a letter from our Chapter to solicit donations to 

support the event.  Toi Masters graciously offered to donate subs.  All parents and 

available cadets are encouraged to attend and share their stories of R-Day and swab 

summer.  More information regarding time and requested donations will be 

forthcoming. 

e) Pre R-Day Social:  Parents are encouraged to attend the Pre R-Day social the 

evening before R-Day, which is hosted by our chapter and the Chesapeake-Potomac 

chapter.  Dan Clayton shared that it is a rewarding experience and interesting to 

view R-Day as an experienced parent.  It was also suggested that anyone who may 

want to attend should consider booking a hotel room as soon as possible. 
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VII. New Business:   

A)  Ron Marks stated that our chapter will be purchasing engraved flag cases for 25 

graduating Delaware Valley cadets.  The approximate cost will be $1,000. 

B) Ron Marks shared that the women’s soccer team will be participating in a 

tournament at St. Mary’s College in Maryland on August 30 & 31, 2013.  Athletic 

Director Fitzpatrick is asking for support from the P.A. chapters and plans to use 

the tournament as a recruiting event. 

C) The following officers/chairpersons were presented for consideration: 

 President:  Ron Marks (2014) 

 Vice President:  Kathi Clayton (2015) 

 Treasurer:  Mike Roesch (2016) 

 Secretary:  Anthony Palmieri (2014/2016) 

 Ways & Means Chair:  Jeff Greene (2016) 

 Hail &  Farewell Picnic Chair:  Lee Dawkins (2015) 

 Facebook Administrator:  Amy Valenti (2014) 

 Web Editor:  Kathi Clayton (2015) 

 Del-Val Ball Chair:  Alison Smith (2014) 

 NJ Ball Chair:  open 

A motion to approve the names listed above as officers of the Delaware Valley 

Chapter of the United States Coast Guard Academy Parents’ Association was made 

by Dan Clayton and seconded by Scot Ellis.  The motion was passed unanimously. 

D)  As a final note, Duncan Pitcairn encouraged us to remind our cadets to be 

extremely careful, especially during their 3/c and 2/c summers.  The extra time and 

privileges can and often do lead to a period of danger if not managed properly.   

 

VIII. Adjournment 

President Ron Marks adjourned the meeting at 2:30 PM. 

Minutes submitted by:  Kathleen M. Clayton, Secretary 


